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FLORENCE  NIGHTINGALE

“The Lady with the Lamp”

1820   Born in Florence, Italy
1846-53  Studies Hospitals and Health
1854 Takes 40 nurses to Scutari
1856 Returns to England 
1860  Nightingale Training School for Nurses 

opens at St Thomas’ Hospital
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� European Society for EM
� Emergency Medicine in Europe
� Union Europeenne des Medecins Specialistes
� EuSEM Congresses





1994   EuSEM founded

1998   First European Congress on EM

2001   First Mediterranean EM Congress  

2005   UEMS Committee on EM created

2005   First Meeting of Presidents of European Societies    



EuSEM

The European Society of Emergency Medicine 
was founded as a forum for physicians who work 
within a structure providing pre-, inter- and/or 
in-hospital emergency medical care



Emergency Medicine is a specialty based on the 
knowledge, skills & competencies for the 
prevention, assessment & management of acute & 
urgent aspects of illness & injury affecting patients 
of all age groups with a full spectrum of 
undifferentiated physical & behavioural disorders

Emergency Medicine further encompasses an 
understanding of the development of pre-hospital 
& in-hospital emergency medical systems & the 
skills necessary to participate in this development.



EuSEM

� Promotes advancement of EM in Europe
� Recognises EM as a primary specialty
� Seeks to establish similar standards of 

training in EM throughout Europe
� Has recommended Principles of Training and  a

Core Curriculum 
� Becoming Federation of National EM Societies





Officers and Council of EuSEM

� United Kingdom
� Sweden
� Turkey
� France
� United Kingdom
� Greece
� Ireland

� Belgium
� France
� Germany
� Greece
� Ireland
� Italy
� Spain
� Switzerland
� Netherlands
� United Kingdom



Federation of European EM Societies  I

� Definite (19): Belgium,  Czech Republic,  Denmark, 
Estonia,  France,  Germany,  Greece,  Ireland,  Italy,  
Lithuania, Netherlands,  Poland,  Portugal,  Romania,  
Spain,  Sweden,  Switzerland,  Turkey,  UK

� Probable (1): Israel
� Possible(4): Iceland,  Hungary,  Latvia,  Serbia & 

Montenegro



EuSEM

Full Members            =      271
Associate Members    =        35
Honorary Members   =          5
National Society
Affiliate Members  =     7,103



EuSEM Aims and Objectives

� Promote advancement of EM in Europe
� Encourage instruction, training and research 
� Promote meetings, courses and publications
� Encourage formation and cooperation between  

national EM associations
� Promote international collaboration in EM



European Journal of Emergency Medicine

� Official Journal of EuSEM
� Published 6 times / year
� Included with Full Membership of EuSEM
� Editor is Patrick Plunkett (Ireland)
� Papers on all aspects of acute illness and injury



European Journal of Emergency Medicine



European Journal of Emergency Medicine



� European Society for EM 
� Emergency Medicine in Europe
� Union Europeenne des Medecins Specialistes
� EuSEM Congresses



Emergency Medicine in Europe

� Formal recognition of specialties determined by EU 
Directive 93/16, now 2001/19/EC

� EM included in Directives from 1993
� Until 2004, Directives recognised EM as                         

specialty only in UK and Ireland
� Since 2004, EM recognised as primary specialty also in 

Czech Republic, Hungary, Malta, Poland & Slovenia



Emergency Medicine in Europe

Czech Republic - Traumatologie
Urgentni Medicina

Hungary - Traumatologia
Poland - Medycyna Ratunkowa
Slovenia - Urazova Chirurgia

Urgentna Medicina
Ireland / Malta / UK - Emergency Medicine



Emergency Medicine in Europe

Primary Medical Specialty - Czech Republic
Hungary, Ireland,
Italy, Malta, Poland,
Romania, Slovakia,
Turkey, UK

SupraSpecialty - Belgium, France,
Portugal, Sweden

SubSpecialty - Germany



� European Society for EM 
� Emergency Medicine in Europe
� Union Europeenne des Medecins Specialistes
� EuSEM Congresses



Union Européenne des Médecins Spécialistes
(UEMS)

� Statutory purpose of U.E.M.S. is the    
harmonisation and improvement of medical 
specialist practice in the European Union 

� Key element is education and U.E.M.S. is 
seeking to formulate a common policy in the 
field of training



Union Européenne des Médecins Spécialistes
(UEMS)

53 Recognised Specialties*

34 Specialist Sections

5 Multidisciplinary Joint Committees*

(* including Emergency Medicine)



Multidisciplinary Joint Committee on EM

� First meeting in Brussels 28 April 2005
� Sections of Anaesthesia, Internal Medicine,  

Geriatric Medicine, Allergy……… and EuSEM
� Sections of Surgery, Paediatrics and 

Neurology also invited 
� Working towards harmonisation of Teaching, 

Training and Practice of EM
� Reviewing EM Curriculum and Competencies



Principles of Training in Europe
(Recommendations of EuSEM)

� 5 year programme of specialist training 
� Minimum of 3 years in Emergency Department 
� Training Departments and Trainers to be 

accredited by a National Training Authority
� Annual Assessment of Trainees 
� Final Formal Evaluation (format to be agreed)



EM Core Curriculum for Europe

� Core Competencies
e.g. Clinical Practice Communication

Teaching Management
Research Pre-Hospital Care

� Problem-oriented Knowledge Base 

(Published in European Journal of Emergency      
Medicine, December 2002)



MDJC on Emergency Medicine
(November 2006)

� Working Group on EM Curriculum for Europe
� First meeting in Italy, February 2007 
� Members from Belgium, France, Germany,   

Greece, Ireland, Italy, Netherlands, Poland,,
Romania, Sweden, Switzerland, United Kingdom

� Next meeting in Romania, June 2007 (+ Turkey) 



Working Group on EM Curriculum
Task Forces - 1

� General Principles
� Training Requirements 
� Assessment of Competencies 
� Glossary of Terminology



Working Group on EM Curriculum
Task Forces - 2

� Triage and Primary Assessment
� Secondary Assessment (Symptom-based) 
� Specific Topics  (e.g. Disaster Medicine

Pre-Hospital Care
Ethics and Legislation) 

� Competencies



Emergency Medicine in Europe

The Standardisation of Training Programmes, 
Duration of Training, Core Competencies and 
Core Curriculum is essential if Emergency 
Medicine is to be established as a recognised 
specialty throughout the European Union and in 
the Continent of  Europe.



� European Society for EM 
� Emergency Medicine in Europe
� Union Europeenne des Medecins Specialistes
� EuSEM Congresses



EuSEM Congresses

1998  San Marino              2001 Stresa, Italy
2002  Portoroz, Slovenia   2003  Sitges,  Spain
2004  Prague, Czech Rep. 2005 Leuven, Belgium
2005  Nice,  France           2006  Crete, Greece

&          
15-19 September 2007  =  Sorrento, Italy 
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