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And also the doctors.. 

 



PLAN 

● Definition 

● Common medical mistakes 

● Claims against doctors 

● Advices 

 



Malpractice (WMA) 

● Not to apply standard medical intervention 

● Lack of ability 

● Not to administer treatment / wrong 
treatment 

 

 

                                  HARM 



 

● A careful medical care is MANDATORY.. 

● The clinician is responsible for the default 
after treatment (malpractice) 



Medical Application Fault Areas 

● Permissive risk (complication) 

● Non-predictable or predictable but 
precautions were not taken.. 

● The fault shouldn’t happen due to deficiacy 
of medical knowledge/ability 

● Then.. Complication           MALPRACTICE 



Much more detail.. 

If not recognised on time 

Recognised but precautions were not taken 

Recognised+enough precautions but standard 

treatment was not administered… 



Standard medical care 

● Painstaking that a doctor must have under 

same conditions and same ability level.. 



Why are we discussing malpractice so much? 

Improvement in technology 

Increased expectations and justice  

Higher education and consciousness level 

Emerging of insurance systems 

↓ Satisfaction ↓ Justice feeling 

↑Claims ↑Judisal admissions ↑Media news 



                 Default Areas 

Lack of communication Procedural  defaults and technical 
errors 

Doctor-patient dissonance Leaving 

Giving order on the phone Refusing to give medical care without 
reason 

Misunderstanding Leaving the patient during procedure 

Recording errors (recording is aloyal 
necessity..) 

Discharging the patient before the 
right time 

Exceeding the authority borders Not giving the approppriate orders by 
the time of discharge 

Painstaking deficiecy & incautiousness Not to take the patient constent 



Patient Constent Form 

● Status of the patient 

● Adviced treatment method, duration and risks 

● Drugs and probable side effects  

● Results, probable treatment choices .. 

 

● If the patient refuses the procedure of treatment the results of 
this condition and the risks should be written on the form 

● The conversation between the doctor and the patient must be 
noted and signed. 

 



The constent form is not 
necessary? 

● Emergency procedures (CPR) 

● Unusual situations occured during normal 
treatment procedure 

● Menthal disorder / patients under 
government care 

● Forensic examination necessities 



Forensic Reports 

● Burns 

● Industry injuries 

● Blow 

● Child abuse 

● Elder people abuse 

● Suicidal attempts 

● Drug abuse 

● Motor vehicle accidents 

 



Cases according to specialities (TR) 

 

 

 

 

 

Speciality Number of cases % 

Gynecology & 
obstetrics 

41 17.55 

General surgery 27 12.22 

Practitioner 27 12.22 

Orthopaedics 20 9.05 

ENT 12 5.43 

Neurosurgery 11 4.98 

Anaesthesiology 10 4.52 

Paediatrics 9 4.07 

Dentistry 8 3.62 

Emergency Medicine 7 3.17 

Plastic surgery 6 2.71 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



Differences between countries 

● In the US unnecessary laboratory or 
screening tests are queried by the insurance 
companies because of private insurance 
system.. 

● In our country most of the citizens are 
insured by government so doctors are 
almostly questioned for lack of laboratory or 
screening.. 



Case 1. Unpredictable-not preventable.  
No medical history- no risk factor 

Inguinal hernia operation under general anaesthesia. 

Sudden death after 24 for hours by the time of 
discharge. Unsuccessful CPR. 

Claim: Doctor default 

Autopsy report: Pulmonary embolism due to deep 
venous thrombosis 

Decision: No doctor default 



Case 2. Unpredictable, precaution was tried 
to be taken 

Gunshot injury, open tibia fracture 

Tetanous and antibiotic treatment were 
administered. 

Respiratory arrest after 24 hours 

Unresponsive to CPR, exitus, sudden death 

Claim: doctor default 

Autopsy report: fat embolism 

Decision: no doctor default 



Case 3. Predictable, precautions were 
taken 

Peptic ulcer perforation, late presentation 

Gastric repair and clearance of abdomen after 
constent. Antibiyotic treatment was started. 

Death due to sepsis 

Claim: doctor default 

Autopsy report : peritonitis, sepsis 

Decision: No default 



Case 4. Predictable, precautions were not taken 

Peptic ulcer perforation, late presentation 

Gastric repair and clearance of abdomen after 
constent. Antibiotic treatment was started. No 
prescription and discharge 

Cardiac arrest and death after 24 hours 

Claim: doctor default 

Autopsy report : peritonitis, sepsis 

Decision: doctor's default 



Case 5. Ability default 

First blind enterance after Lapaoroscopic 
colesystectomy and sudden hypotension and 
death 

Claim: doctor default 

Autopsy report: aortic rupture 

Dcision: doctor default 



 

Recently, number of medical malpractice claims 
have been arised abour 40-120% in TR. 

1/30 doctors are claimed (1/12 in US) 

This increment in claims and high redresses 
consist pressure on medical doctors. 
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What can we do? 

Improvement of: 

-health systems 

-medical education 

-Subspecialities 

-postgraduate education programs 

-accurate triage 

-working circumstances, number of shifts, design of the 
ED, number and quality of healthcare (nurses..), 

-radiology 

-consultation 



 

 



 

-Active support of societies 

-Relationship with media organs 

-Patient constent forms 

-Accurate recording of patient data 



Personal Factors 

Laws should be known 

Aconfidental communication with the patient 

Patient constent 

Treatment based on the latest guidelines 

Accurate data recording 

The anamnesis should be taken by the doctor 

Occupational responsibility insurance.. 
(mandatory since 2005) 



 

 



 

 



 

 


