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SCORING SYSTEMS IN THE ED 



SCORING SYSTEMS = CLINICAL DECISION RULES 



Clinical Reasoning 

• Pattern recognition 

• Hypothetical/Deductive 

• Event Driven 

• Rule Based 
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MAKING CLINICAL DECISION 

RULES WORK FOR YOU 



CLINICAL DECISION RULES 

• Simple 

• Clinical question 

• Derivation – Validation - Implementation 

• Health care system 

• Cost effective 

 

 



“HIGH QUALITY CLINICAL DECISION RULES 

MAKE GOOD EMERGENCY PHYSICIANS BETTER 

BUT CAN MAKE BAD DOCS EVEN WORSE” 

 

• Clinical impression 

• Integration into clinical reasoning  

• Behaviour Change 

 





DIGITAL TOOLS 

Computerized Physician Oder Entry 

Apps 



SUMMARY 

• High quality CDRs time intensive to create 

• Think carefully about how you incorporate CDRs into 

clinical reasoning 

• Clinicians of the future should seamlessly integrate 

Digital technology  

• Do not use Cdn CT Head rules for trivial head trauma 

 

 

 

 


